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Excuse me ‘mam. I’m 
with Clean Water Action. 

Can I have a few 
minutes of your time?



http://projects.nytimes.com/toxic‐waters



From: Pristine River Watershed Council
To: PRWC MembershipTo: PRWC Membership
cc:
Subject: Toxic Waters

The New York Times has analyzed 
enforcement data and found that violationsenforcement data and found that violations 
of the Clean Water Act and Safe Drinking 
Water Act have doubled in Michigan sinceWater Act have doubled in Michigan since 
1980. The PRWC has been working hard to 
ensure that NPDES permits are not aensure that NPDES permits are not a 
license to pollute! But we need to do more. 
Please take action byPlease take action by…



Why does this keep happening?Why does this keep happening?

1 EPA’s system needs an overhaul1. EPA s system needs an overhaul
– (which they are doing!)

2 “Thi i t li t d ”2. “This is too complicated…”
3. Good news is no news
4. I just want to do my job

– I don’t want to draw attention to my facility…y y
– I don’t want to be compared to other facilities…



Not a political endorsement!Not a political endorsement!
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EPA is making it easier for people to get 
d f f ili ( if i ’ b d d !)data for your facility (even if it’s bad data!)



Al dAlready 
checked!
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Huron River 
Watershed



Number of Permits in the Huron 
River Watershed

Facility Type MDNRE EPA PCSFacility Type MDNRE EPA PCS
Groundwater 5 1
M bil H P k 5 2Mobile Home Parks 5 2
Commercial 9 1
Industrial 15 13
Public Services 19 12Public Services 19 12
Total 53 29



Violation TypesViolation Types

• Significant ViolationsSignificant Violations
– Exceed maximum concentration limit

– Exceed maximum loading limit

– Violate minimum concentration limit

• Less Significant Violations
– Late DMR

– Late compliance schedule

– Wrong sample type

– Value or unit not reported



38% of the 
53 facilities 
had no violations 
in 2009.

6% h d6% had more 
than 80 
i l tiviolations.



35 facilities (66%) had no significant violations35 facilities (66%) had no significant violations.

The number of facilities with 1 to 20 violations 
l d dalso decreased.



7 facilities account for 
95% of violations

36 facilities had 
no significant 

violations

10 facilities had 
9 or less significant 

violations



Permitted Discharges to Huron River Watershed 
(MGD)

Significant

0

Significant
Violations

1 ‐ 5

6 ‐ 20

21 ‐ 40

81 ‐ 301



Both charts showBoth charts show 
the number of 
facilities.

Public services, 
i d t i l dindustrial, and 
commercial 
discharges aredischarges are 
more prevalent.





Number
with Total 

Facility Type Number

with 
Significant 
Violations

Total 
Significant
Violations

Mobile Home 
Park 5 4 394

Public Service 19 9 142

Industrial 15 3 98
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Huron River
Watershed

Lake Erie

20 out of 53 facilities had NO violations



Huron River
Watershed

Lake Erie

35 out of 53 facilities had NO SIGNIFICANT violations



Huron River
Watershed

Lake Erie



Huron River
Watershed

Lake Erie



Questions?Questions?

Adrienne Nemura, P.E., BCEE
Vice President

LimnoTech
501 Avis Drive
Ann Arbor MI 48108Ann Arbor, MI 48108

(734) 332-1200
anemura@limno.com
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