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Enforcement: Why You 
Should Do Your Own 

Reporting

MWEA Wastewater 
Administrators Conference

January 20, 2012
Bavarian Inn Frankenmuth, MI

Adrienne Nemura 
Jason Rutyna

LimnoTech
Ann Arbor, MI

Reason No. 1:

Many people believe that 
Dischargers are
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POLLUTERS

Reason No. 2:

The media plays 
to people who like 
“news” (not facts)

Chicken Little: 
The Sky is Falling!
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http://projects.nytimes.com/toxic‐waters

Reason No. 3:

DMR data are confusing, 
even if carefully interpreted.

Also misleading, unless you 
evaluate all the data!
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Reason No. 4:

Environmental “activists”

Change:

Compel compliance via 
public accountability…

Re-tool:

“Too many sources 
submitting DMRs are in 
violation today and receive 
limited to no government 
responses.”

[emphasis added]
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EPA is making it easier for people to get data 
for your facility (even if it’s incomplete!)
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CBOD5 LOAD
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CONCENTRATION

LimnoTech Analysis of 2010 
Michigan NPDES Data

• Categorized violation types as Significant and 
Insignificant (judgment call)

• Mapped / categorized facility information as 
best we could (87 facilities without locations)

• Eliminated certain facility types (stormwater, 
groundwater cleanup)

• Generated statistics

– State

– Huron River watershed
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59 Violation Types

• Significant Violations (21 types)
– Exceed maximum concentration limit (62%)

– Violate minimum concentration limit (21%)

– Exceed maximum load limit (13%)

• Insignificant Violations (38 types)
– Conc. maximum value or unit not reported 

(51%)

– Compliance schedule not received by due 
date (36%)

– Value or unit not reported (3%)

7,150 total violations for 2010 (~80% were significant) 
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On average, 73% of the 1,305 facilities 
did not have any significant violations

Public Services

Industrial

Agriculture

Moble Home Park

Commercial

Public Services/CSO

Landfill

Residential

Landfill/GW Clean-up

No Violations

Only Insignificant Violations

Significant Violations

448 (80%)

196 (96%)

72 (61%)

6 (50%)

1 (100%)

506 (58%)

11 (73%)

21 (81%)

44 (77%)
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Number of Violations Equal to Or Less Than

32 facilities (2%) had 

50 or more violations

947 131

1,156 facilities  (89%) 

had less than 10 
violations

Number of Facilities with 
Significant Violations
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Number of Facilities (49) Number of Significant Violations
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24

Limit Average Maximum

Americana MHP

Fecal coliform (cts/100 mL) 400 543 840

CBOD5 (mg/L) 34 18 61

CBOD5 (lbs/d) 2.5 3 7.2

Total Phosphorus (mg/L) 1 2.4 1.5

Total Phosphorus (lbs/d) 0.3 0.4 0.4

TSS (mg/L) 45 49.3 60

Huron Valley MHP & Marina

Fecal coliform (cts/100 mL) 400 529 600

BOD5 (mg/L) 45 57 78

Total Phosphorus (mg/L) 1 1.2 1.4

TSS (mg/L) 45 64 89
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Public Perception is Important 

We Need the Public to Look at 
Dischargers Differently

26
Data Source: US Conference of Mayors. Dr. Richard Anderson, Senior Advisor, 
Mayors Water Council. Racine, WI. Dec. 1, 2011

National average:
2.83 Sewer
3.47 Water
6.30 Combined

7.74!

Great Lakes States Local Government Finances
Sewer and Water Supply 2009 
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Integrated Planning & 
Permitting Policy (IP3)

• New initiative by USCM, NACWA, WEF, EPA, 
and others

• Use flexibility in existing regulations to:

– Achieve more environmental benefit for the 
dollars spent

– Recognize local governments can’t continue to 
accrue debt to deal with silo’d regulations

• Stakeholders to provide detail

– EPA workshops (Feb. 17 in Chicago)

– Pilot IP3s

Questions?
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Adrienne Nemura, P.E., BCEE
Vice President

LimnoTech
501 Avis Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

(734) 332-1200
anemura@limno.com




